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1. Overview: University, Period of Study, and Program

I spent a full academic year as an exchange student at Konkuk University in Seoul, South Korea, studying Economics.
My exchange covered the Winter Semester 2025/26 and the following Spring/Summer Semester 2026.

Konkuk University is located right in the middle of Seoul, which makes everything easily accessible. The campus itself
has a lot of amenities on it, which prevents campus life from ever feeling stale. If you have an interest in Korean or
Asian culture more broadly, doing a semester (or a full year) abroad at Konkuk can be a great opportunity.

2. Preparation and Application

The application itself is coordinated through the exchange partnership between Hochschule Trier and Konkuk
University, so the main additional step on the Korean side is the visa.

Getting the visa was quite straightforward for me, and | had no problems with the process. Having a Korean consulate in
both Frankfurt and Bonn makes it easy for students based in Trier to apply without much travelling, and the consulate is
usually fairly quick with visa grants. That said, some students may run into extra requirements if their home country (or
recent travel history) is flagged for medical/health reasons, which can mean additional documents during the application
period. Overall, though, the visa application is usually smooth.

3. Course Selection Process

Course selection at Konkuk works quite differently from what we are used to in Germany, and it is worth understanding
the system in advance, so it does not catch you off guard.

The whole process takes almost a month and runs in four phases. The first two phases are the least stressful: Automatic
Course Registration and Manual Course Registration.

» Automatic Course Registration: you simply select the courses you want. If there are enough seats for everyone,
you get a place automatically.

» Manual Course Registration: this is usually necessary, since automatic registration rarely covers everyone. It is
highly competitive for Konkuk you need five courses to meet the semester credit requirement, and in practice you
often only secure around three of them during this phase.

As an example of how competitive it gets: if a course has 60 seats in total, only a small number of those are reserved for
exchange students. During the first manual registration window (which opens at 09:30 Korean time), those seats can fill
up within the first minute. It is important to be awake, logged in, and ready to click the moment registration opens. If
you don't get a seat in the first window, a second manual registration period follows, also at 09:30 Korean time, without
the same seat restrictions this is your second real chance, and it also fills up very quickly.

Even after both manual registration windows, you may still not have all five courses. This is where the "Add & Drop"
period comes in, during the first week of classes. It lets you sit in on courses to see whether you want to keep them, and
it is your final opportunity to adjust your schedule before everything is finalized. If you are still short on seats, you can
fill out an "Add & Drop form™ and hand it directly to the professor of the course you want it also helps to email
professors in advance to ask about reserving a spot, although some professors simply will not take extra students, so
keep that possibility in mind.

My advice: treat the manual course registration window as the moment that matters most. Getting your preferred courses
there saves a lot of stress later in the Add & drop week.

4. Courses Taken and Recommendations

Over my two semesters, | completed the following ten courses (all taught in English):



»  Winter Semester 2025/26: Theory and Practice of Digital Trade, Current World Economic Issues, Economics of
Politics, Financial Management, Intermediate Macroeconomics.

» Spring/Summer Semester 2026: Economic Growth & Development, Financial Derivatives, Games & Strategy,
Monetary Economics, Public Finance.
Of these, | would particularly recommend Financial Management and Financial Derivatives to students with an interest
in finance both were well structured and gave a good mix of theory and applied problem-solving. Games & Strategy is
worth considering if you want a lighter, more discussion-based elective alongside the heavier economics courses. As
with any exchange, how much you enjoy a course depends a lot on the individual professor, so it is worth asking
previous exchange students (or checking course reviews) before finalizing your picks.

5. Classes and Academic Life

Classes in Korea differ from Germany in a few notable ways. A class session usually lasts around 1 hour 15 minutes,
though some run as long as 2 hours 30 minutes depending on the schedule. Attendance is almost always mandatory and
is taken seriously missing classes can affect your final grade, so it is important not to skip.

The professors themselves are generally passionate about their subjects and quite helpful towards international students.
Grading structure depends heavily on the individual professor: some courses are more project-based, others rely mostly
on exams, and you often will not know which until the first week. One structural difference from Germany is that most
classes include midterms in addition to finals. Exam scheduling can also be demanding, since exams tend to be crammed
into a single week at the end of the semester it is not unusual to have two or three exams on the same day, so time
management during exam week is important.

6. Accommodation and the Housing Search

Since the campus sits right in the center of Seoul, finding an affordable private apartment nearby is fairly difficult. Most
apartments in the €400-800 per month range are small studios of around 7-12 sqm, often with shared common spaces.

The more common option for exchange students is the on-campus dormitory, which costs around €1,200 for the whole
semester. The dorms are located directly on campus, just about 10 minutes from the business building, which makes
getting to class and the library very convenient. There is also a convenience store and a cafeteria on site. Rooms are
shared doubles with a private bathroom shared between the two roommates, and each room has a fridge.

There are a few downsides worth knowing in advance. There are no kitchens in the dorms or nearby, so you are largely
limited to eating out or relying on microwave meals, which is not always the healthiest option. Some rooms also have
mold issues and outdated bathrooms, this seemed to be gradually improving, since parts of the building were under
renovation during my two semesters there. Rooms can be swapped if there is a problem, but only during the first week
after moving in; after that it becomes much harder to change. Rooms are also handed over in whatever state the previous
occupant left them in, since cleanliness is technically the outgoing student's responsibility but is not really checked by
the administration so I'd strongly recommend doing a deep clean right after moving in.

On the positive side, dorm life is genuinely fun and a great way to meet other exchange students and Koreans. If you are
planning to stay for two semesters, be aware there is a penalty-point system for rule violations (e.g. breaking the 1 AM-5
AM curfew), and some violations such as smoking or drinking in the room lead to immediate expulsion from the dorm.
Accumulating 10 penalty points blocks you from getting a dorm place the following semester but if you are only staying
for one semester, this is largely irrelevant, since it does not carry over.

7. Costs

Thanks to the exchange agreement between Hochschule Trier and Konkuk University, | did not pay separate tuition fees
to Konkuk directly (please double-check the current terms of the exchange agreement, as this can change). Living costs,
excluding rent, came to roughly €1,000 per month for me, though this can vary a lot depending on personal spending
habits and lifestyle students on a tighter budget can likely manage for noticeably less. Combined with accommodation
(either the ~€1,200/semester dorm or a private apartment in the €400—-800/month range), this gives a reasonable basis for
budgeting your stay.

8. Campus Life and Leisure



Campus life at Konkuk is genuinely enjoyable, with plenty going on: festivals, school clubs, and regular events. Clubs
are a good way to meet people and pursue habbies options range from sports clubs (football, basketball, American
football, and more) to non-sports clubs like astronomy or gardening. One caveat: some clubs do not really accept
international students, since most members are Korean and may not speak English, so getting into a club can involve
some trial and error and is not guaranteed.

Beyond clubs, festivals are a real highlight of campus life. Each semester has at least one major festival, for example, the
May Festival during spring break, which runs for three days and features celebrity concerts, carnival games, and prize
booths. Past performers have included well-known names such as PSY and Aespa, with the line-up changing every year.

Life in Seoul itself is lively and safe around the clock there is always something new to do, public transport reaches
almost everywhere, and Uber is inexpensive if you need it, which makes getting around the city easy.

9. Advantages of Studying Abroad at Konkuk

12.

A genuinely immersive introduction to Korean and East Asian culture, both on campus and in the city.

A very central, well-connected campus location right in Seoul, with easy access to public transport, shops, and city
life.

A lively, active campus with festivals, clubs, and a strong international exchange community to socialize with.

A safe city with a low cost of living compared to many other major world capitals, if you manage your budget
carefully.

Helpful, engaged professors who are used to supporting international students.

. Negative Experiences

Very competitive course registration, with real risk of missing out on preferred courses despite careful planning.
Dorm rooms can have mold and outdated bathrooms, and are handed over uncleaned by default.

No kitchens in or near the dormitories, making home cooking essentially impossible.

Exams are heavily concentrated into a single week, occasionally with multiple exams on the same day.

Some student clubs are not very open to international/non-Korean-speaking students.

. Recommendations for Future Students

Prioritize the manual course registration window above everything else be logged in and ready well before 09:30
Korean time, since popular courses fill within the first minute.

Email professors ahead of the Add & Drop week if you are still missing courses you need, but have a backup plan
in case they decline extra students.

Do a full deep-clean of your dorm room as soon as you move in, and inspect it for mold early so you can request a
room change within the first week if needed.

Budget for eating out regularly, since there is no kitchen access in the dorms factor this into your monthly cost
estimate.

If doing two semesters, keep the dormitory penalty-point system in mind from day one, since points accumulate
across your whole stay.

Contact

If you have any questions about studying at Konkuk University, feel free to reach out to me at: dnks3760@hochschule-
trier.de
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