Experience Report — Study Abroad at Konkuk
University, Seoul, South Korea

Study Abroad at Konkuk University

From March 2026 to June 2026, | had the opportunity to study abroad at Konkuk
University in Seoul, South Korea as an exchange student in the Business
Administration program. Studying in South Korea was a unique academic and
personal experience that allowed me to experience a different educational system while
living in one of the world's largest and most vibrant cities. During my semester, |
improved my academic knowledge, gained independence, and learned more about
Korean culture and everyday life.

Application and Preparation

The application process for Konkuk University was straightforward and well organized. |
applied through the university's online portal, where all necessary information was
clearly explained. The required documents included my university transcript, a copy of
my passport, and a passport-sized photograph.

Since | participated as an exchange student, | applied for the D-2-6 Exchange Student
Visa, which was a relatively simple process after receiving the admission documents
from the university. The language of instruction for my courses was English, so no
knowledge of Korean was required.

Before departure, | also arranged health insurance, booked my flight, and prepared the
documents required for immigration. Overall, the preparation process was manageable
and not overly complicated.

Academic Experience and Courses

During my exchange semester, | enrolled in the following courses:

Current World Economic Issues
Monetary Economics
Intermediate Microeconomics
Financial Derivatives

Growth and Development

The courses covered different areas of economics and finance and provided both
theoretical knowledge and practical applications. Classes were generally well
structured, and professors encouraged students to participate in discussions activities.
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Among all the courses, | would especially recommend Growth and Development and
Intermediate Microeconomics. Growth and Development offered valuable insights into
the factors that influence long-term economic growth, development policies, and global
economic challenges. Intermediate Microeconomics was particularly interesting
because it provided a deeper understanding of consumer behavior, market structures,
and economic decision-making using analytical methods.

The semester at Konkuk University is relatively short, which makes the academic
workload quite intensive. Students should be prepared for regular assignments,
quizzes, and examinations throughout the semester. Compared to my experience in
Germany, professors were generally stricter regarding attendance and deadlines.
Nevertheless, they were approachable, supportive, and understanding whenever
students needed assistance.

Accommodation

One of the advantages of studying at Konkuk University is that exchange students
staying for one semester are generally guaranteed accommodation in the university
dormitory. This made the housing search very easy, as there was no need to look for
private apartments before arriving in Korea.

The dormitory was affordable, clean, and conveniently located close to the university
campus. The cost was approximately €1,200 per semester, making it a reasonable
option considering Seoul's size and living standards. Living in the dormitory also made it
easy to meet both Korean and international students, creating a welcoming community
from the first days of the semester.

Costs of Studying Abroad

As an exchange student, | did not have to pay tuition fees because they were waived
under the exchange agreement between the universities.

Living expenses in Seoul depend largely on personal lifestyle. Students can eat very
economically by using the university cafeteria, nearby restaurants, convenience stores,
or buying street food, all of which offer affordable and delicious meals.

Public transportation in Seoul is excellent, reliable, and relatively inexpensive. The
subway and bus networks connect nearly every part of the city, making it easy to travel
without owning a car.

Overall, I would recommend budgeting approximately €700-800 per month for a
comfortable student lifestyle. Students who prefer to travel more frequently, eat out
often, or enjoy additional leisure activities should expect to spend around €1,000 per
month.
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Everyday Student Life and Leisure Activities

Student life at Konkuk University was dynamic and enjoyable. Most weekdays consisted
of lectures, studying, completing assignments. Despite the demanding academic
schedule, there was still plenty of time to explore the city and participate in social
activities.

Seoul offers an incredible variety of leisure opportunities. The nightlife is outstanding,
with countless restaurants, cafés, shopping districts, clubs, and entertainment areas
open late into the night. Besides nightlife, students can visit historic palaces, museums,
parks, mountains, and traditional markets, providing a perfect balance between modern
city life and Korean culture.

The city's efficient transportation system made it easy to explore different
neighborhoods and discover new places almost every day.

Positive Experiences

Studying abroad at Konkuk University was one of the most rewarding experiences of my
academic life. Living in such a large international city helped me become more
independent and confident in managing everyday challenges on my own.

| particularly enjoyed meeting students from different countries, experiencing Korean
culture firsthand, and studying in an international academic environment. The
experience improved not only my academic knowledge in economics and business but
also my communication skills, adaptability, and intercultural competence.

Negative Experiences

Although my overall experience was extremely positive, there were some minor
challenges. One difficulty was that not all places were English-friendly. In some
restaurants, shops, or public services, English was limited, making communication
occasionally difficult. However, using translation applications and learning a few basic
Korean expressions helped overcome most of these situations.

Recommendations for Future Students

| strongly recommend studying abroad at Konkuk University to students who are
interested in experiencing a different culture while continuing their studies in business
and economics. The university offers a good academic environment, affordable
accommodation, and an excellent location in one of Asia's most exciting cities.

My advice is to prepare all documents early, take advantage of the university dormitory,
and be open to meeting new people from different backgrounds. | also recommend
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exploring Seoul as much as possible during your free time, as the city offers countless
cultural and recreational opportunities.

In my opinion, one semester is the ideal length for this exchange. It provides enough
time to experience university life, travel, and immerse yourself in Korean culture while
keeping the academic workload manageable.

Overall, my exchange semester at Konkuk University exceeded my expectations and
was an unforgettable experience that | would highly recommend to future exchange
students.

Mishka Agaraj

msgr4396@hochschule-trier
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