Study Abroad Report

My Semester Abroad in Budapest at the Budapest University of
Economics and Business SS26
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Introduction

As part of my International Business degree at Trier University of Applied
Sciences, a mandatory year abroad is required. | spent the second semester
of my year abroad at the Budapest University of Economics and Business
(BUEB). | studied in Budapest during the Summer Semester 2026, from 10
February until 12 June.

Modules

As an international exchange student, the university provided a list of
available courses in advance, all of which were taught entirely in English. The
course catalogue included modules from the International Management,
Hospitality, Commerce, Finance, and Accounting departments.

| primarily selected marketing- and tourism-related courses, which meant
that all of my classes took place at the City Campus within the Commerce
and Hospitality departments. The modules | chose were: Tour Operation,
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Travel Agency Management, Economic Geography, Marketing
Communications and Consumer Behaviour, Tourism Resources and
Destinations and SMEs in Tourism and Hospitality.

The modules were divided into lectures and seminars. The quality of both
lectures and seminars depended heavily on the individual lecturer and
sometimes varied even within the same module, as different lecturers were
responsible for different parts of the course.

Overall, | found the quality of education at BUEB to be rather mixed. Several
lecturers appeared unorganised, and the seminars often provided little
additionalvalue beyond the content already covered in the lectures. Thiswas
particularly noticeable in the Marketing Communications and Consumer
Behaviour course.

Preparation

Since Hungary is a member of the European Union, no visa was required for
my stay in Budapest.

The registration process was relatively straightforward, although there were
a few minor difficulties. After my nomination, the university contacted me
and provided detailed information regarding the registration procedure. The
first steps included creating a university email account, registering on the
relevant online platforms, and officially enrolling as an Erasmus student.

The university guides students through the process step by step. Most
challenges were related to technical issues and delayed responses, which
were likely due to the large number of students being processed. Overall, the
registration itself was manageable, although the university occasionally
appeared somewhat uncoordinated, making the process more stressful
than necessary.

Finding an Accommodation

The university offers accommodation options through its official website and
partner organisations. In my opinion, however, these are not always the most
attractive options. The more affordable rooms often appeared to be of lower
quality, while the more appealing accommodations were considerably more
expensive than the average market price.



| rented my room through unitederasmushousing.hu, a platform specifically
designed for Erasmus students spending one or two semesters in Budapest.
The rental process was very simple, and the support provided by the
organisation was excellent. Most administrative matters could be handled
conveniently through their website.

| lived in Budapest’s 7th district, the historic Jewish Quarter, which is now
also known as the city's nightlife and party district. The area is very central,
vibrant, and full of character, although it can be somewhat noisy at night.

| would strongly recommend renting accommodation in one of the central
districts, particularly the 5th, 6th, or 7th district. These areas are safe,
beautiful, and provide easy access to most parts of the city. Furthermore,
living in accommodation specifically intended for Erasmus students makes
it much easier to meet new people and fully experience student life from the
beginning.

Costs

The cost of living in Budapest is broadly comparable to that in Germany.
Grocery prices in supermarkets such as Aldi and Lidl are relatively similar,
although restaurants are generally more affordable.

My rent amounted to approximately €430 per month, which was manageable
with the support provided by the Erasmus+ scholarship. Social activities
such as dining out and going to bars are generally cheaper than in Germany,
particularly when taking advantage of Erasmus discounts and special offers.
In some places, a half-litre beer costs around €3, while a high-quality
restaurant meal can often be found for €10-12.

Tourist attractions, museums, and sightseeing activities are not necessarily
inexpensive, as Budapest is one of Europe's most popular tourist
destinations. However, student discounts are widely available and help
reduce costs significantly.

Public transportation is particularly affordable. The Hungary Pass costs
approximately €8 per month and allows unlimited travel on trams, buses,
metro lines, and regional trains throughout the entire country. Students
should remember to carry their student ID when using this pass.



Overall, | would describe Budapest as slightly more affordable than Germany
in terms of leisure activities, while everyday living costs remain relatively
similar. With the Erasmus+ scholarship and some additional personal
savings, students can enjoy an excellent experience in one of Europe's most
beautiful cities.

Student Life

Student life in Budapest is excellent. The city offers an almost unlimited
variety of activities and experiences, largely due to its large international
student population. There are countless restaurants, cafés, bars, clubs,
museums, and sporting opportunities available throughout the city.

Some of my favourite experiences included having picnics with friends on
Margaret Island, taking train trips to Lake Balaton and other destinations
across Hungary, and enjoying Budapest’s famous nightlife. Especially
Morrisson Monday at the club Morrissons 2 is really recommendable with a
lot of fun memories being made exactly there.

Budapest truly offers something for everyone, whether one is interested in
culture, architecture, history, sports, or nightlife. It is one of the most
impressive cities | have ever visited, and even after several months | still felt
that there was much left to discover. For this reason, | can highly recommend
Budapest as an Erasmus destination.

When it comes to student life at BUEB itself, however, my experience was
somewhat less positive. | found that the university organised relatively few
social activities or events for exchange students. In addition, the structure of
the semester left limited free time, as students are required to complete a
large number of midterm exams, presentations, and group projects
throughout the semester.

During approximately three months of teaching, | completed a total of 16
midterm exams, 12 presentations, and 12 group projects in addition to my
regular lectures and seminars. As a result, the academic workload was quite
demanding. While | found the individual assignments and exams generally
less difficult than those at Trier University of Applied Sciences, the sheer
quantity of assessments made the semester challenging.



Good time-management skills are therefore essential in order to balance
academic responsibilities with the many opportunities that student life in
Budapest has to offer.

Conclusion

In conclusion, | thoroughly enjoyed my semester in Budapest. My experience
included many positive moments as well as a few challenges. Most of the
negative aspects were related to the university’s organisation and the
structure of the academic semester. Outside of these issues, my experience
was overwhelmingly positive.

Budapest is one of the most beautiful, vibrant, and enjoyable cities in
Europe. During my time there, | gained valuable insights into Hungarian
culture, improved my English language skills, and made many friendships
that | hope will last long after my Erasmus experience has ended.

Although BUEB may not suit everyone's preferences, | would still strongly
recommend spending a semester abroad in Budapest. Despite some
organisational shortcomings, it was one of the most memorable and
rewarding experiences of my life.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Email: Timjo510@gmx.de
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