Budapest experience report

In September 2023, | went to Budapest as part of the International Business program by Hochschule Trier.

Here are my experiences | am sharing during my stay in Hungary.

1. Before leaving Trier
As a non-EU international student, | was required to go through additional paperwork. Hungary does not
require a visa in advance however, it is mandatory to register at the immigration office upon arrival in
Budapest. The student needs to apply for a Student Mobility Notification in person. Itis important to note
that the residence permitissued in Germany should be valid for the duration of studies in Hungary.
Additionally, the foreigner’s office in Trier needs to be informed if the stay abroad exceeds more than 6

months.

2. Accommodation

Budapest is relatively cheap when it comes to rent compared to other European capital cities. | found an
apartment from a Facebook group advertised by an agency catered to Erasmus students. | applied for an
apartment through an agency. Please note that there are a lot of scams on Facebook. Average rent prices
range from 300-450 euros without utilities. Most Erasmus students reside in the 7" and 8™ district along

the tram lines 4/6 and metro lines M3 and M2.

3. University administration
After successful nomination, the student will be contacted by the Budapest Business School to choose
courses. There is an extensive list of courses for exchange students. The university will sign up the
students into the selected courses after the completion of the online learning agreement. In my case,
there were several subsequent changes to the learning agreement because some courses were held at

the same time.


http://www.bmbah.hu/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&layout=item&id=2226&Itemid=2452&lang=en
https://smarthomeapartment.hu/
https://uni-bge.hu/en/kkk/courses-for-exchange-students

Academics

The university offers courses in 3 or 6 ECTS. Courses are in lecture or in seminar format. In the case of 6
ECTS courses, there will be seminars and lectures. Lectures are held in a large lecture hall and there is
no mandatory presence required. Seminars are smaller groups with activites such as group work and
presentations. Seminars can be skipped thrice as there is mandatory presence required. Some courses
offer mid term exams which are added to the final grade. Depending on the course, there will be two mid-
terms and students will be offered a recommended grade. Students can choose to accept the offered

grade or take a final exam. Unlike Trier, students can choose from one of many dates for the final exam.

Social life

The university will organize a welcome day with all the international and exchange students. In Budapest,
there is an organization called Erasmus Life Budapest (ELB) which organizes parties and events. They
offer an Erasmus card for 15 euros which gives discounts to clubs, trips and events. The Erasmus life
Budapest has a WhatsApp group where students can get to know each other before arriving. In my
experiences, we went on a trip to Prague, Bratislava, Brno, Vienna and Krakow. ELB also has speed

friending events, city tours and weekly parties throughout the semester.

| would really recommend going to Budapest as this is a once in a lifetime experience.



https://erasmuslifebudapest.com/
mailto:mustafahashmi2000@icloud.com

