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Erasmus Study Abroad Experience 
As part of the Erasmus+ programme, I spent one semester at Budapest University of 
Economics and Business (BUEB) in Budapest, Hungary. My exchange semester took place 
during the spring semester of 2026. I am currently studying International Business at 
Hochschule Trier, and the semester abroad gave me the opportunity to experience a different 
academic environment while living in one of Europe's most vibrant cities. 

Study Programme and Courses 
At BUEB, I attended courses related to business and management. The university offers a wide 
selection of English-taught courses for international students, making it easy to complete an 
exchange semester without speaking Hungarian. 

The courses I attended included: 

●​ Human Resource Management 
●​ International Finance 
●​ Business Ethics 
●​ Project Management 
●​ Corporate Sustainability 
●​ Business Hungarian (language course) 

The lecturers were generally friendly, approachable, and willing to support international students 
whenever questions arose. The practical classes encouraged discussions and teamwork, 
allowing students from different countries to exchange ideas and experiences. 

One thing future students should know is that the academic system differs from many German 
universities. Instead of having one large midterm and one final examination, most subjects 
required continuous assessment throughout the semester. Depending on the course and its 
credits, students had either two or three midterm exams, in addition to group projects, 
presentations, assignments, and the final examination. 

Furthermore, many courses consisted of both lectures and practical classes. While lectures 
were often more flexible, attendance in the practical sessions was mandatory. Personally, I 



found this system more demanding than expected because there were frequent examinations 
almost every month. Students who prefer fewer but larger examinations may find this study 
system challenging. Nevertheless, students who enjoy continuous learning and regular 
feedback may appreciate this structure. 

Preparation and Application Process 
Preparing for my Erasmus semester was relatively straightforward. Once I had been nominated 
by Hochschule Trier, the university in Budapest provided detailed information and clear 
instructions throughout the process. 

Before arriving in Hungary, BUEB organised several online Zoom meetings for incoming 
Erasmus students. During these sessions, they explained the registration process, course 
selection, accommodation tips, and important administrative procedures. I simply followed the 
instructions provided during these meetings, which made the preparation process smooth and 
uncomplicated. 

One recommendation for future students is to register for courses as early as possible. Some 
courses have limited capacity and become fully booked quickly, especially popular 
English-language modules. Therefore, it is important to complete course registration 
immediately once the system opens. 

Overall, I found the application process well explained and easy to complete. 

Accommodation 
I stayed at Smart Home Apartment Budapest, where I rented a private room in a shared 
apartment with four other international students. 

The rent was approximately €350 per month (excluding utilities) or around €420 per month 
including utilities and regular cleaning services. The accommodation was modern, clean, 
and conveniently located with good public transportation connections to the university and the 
city centre. 

Living with four roommates turned out to be one of the best parts of my Erasmus experience. 
We came from different countries and quickly became close friends. We often cooked together, 
explored Budapest, travelled on weekends, and supported each other throughout the semester. 
The shared living experience made adapting to a new country much easier and created many 
unforgettable memories. 

I found the accommodation through recommendations shared among Erasmus students and 
online housing platforms before arriving in Budapest. I would recommend searching early, as 
good student accommodation can fill up quickly before the semester begins. 



Costs of Studying Abroad 
As an Erasmus student, I did not have to pay any tuition fees at BUEB. 

The monthly living costs varied depending on personal lifestyle, travel, and leisure activities. In 
my experience, students should expect to spend approximately €800–€1,200 per month. 

The largest expenses included: 

●​ Accommodation: approximately €350–€420 
●​ Food and groceries 
●​ Public transportation 
●​ Leisure activities 
●​ Personal travel within Hungary and neighbouring countries 

One surprising aspect was that groceries were slightly more expensive than I had expected. In 
some cases, supermarket prices were even comparable to or higher than those in Germany. 
However, public transportation remained affordable, and many student discounts were available 
for cultural activities and attractions. 

Student Life and Leisure Activities 
Budapest offers an outstanding student experience. The city has a large international 
community, countless universities, and many young people, creating a lively and welcoming 
atmosphere throughout the year. 

Outside university, there were many opportunities for leisure activities. Students could explore 
historical landmarks, relax along the Danube River, visit museums, enjoy cafés, attend festivals, 
or experience Budapest's famous nightlife. The city is also well connected, making weekend 
trips to nearby countries such as Austria, Slovakia, or Croatia very convenient. 

Although the academic workload was higher than I had anticipated due to the continuous 
assessments, I still managed to enjoy everything the city had to offer. Budapest combines 
beautiful architecture, rich history, excellent public transport, and a vibrant social scene, making 
it an exciting place to live. 

Another advantage was that English was widely spoken, especially among young people and 
university students. As an international student, I rarely experienced communication difficulties 
in everyday life. 

Positive Experiences 
Overall, my Erasmus semester was an unforgettable experience with many positive aspects. 



The highlights included: 

●​ Living in one of Europe's most beautiful cities. 
●​ Meeting people from many different countries and cultures. 
●​ Improving my communication and intercultural skills. 
●​ Becoming more independent through living abroad. 
●​ Travelling throughout Hungary and neighbouring countries. 
●​ Making lifelong friendships with my roommates and other Erasmus students. 
●​ Being able to communicate comfortably in English throughout daily life. 

This experience also helped me become more adaptable and confident in unfamiliar situations. 
Living independently in another country encouraged personal growth that would have been 
difficult to achieve at home. 

Negative Experiences 
Although my overall experience was positive, there were also some challenges. 

The main disadvantage was the organisation at the university. At times, communication was 
unclear, and administrative processes could have been better organised. In addition, the course 
structure required frequent examinations, mandatory attendance in practical classes, group 
projects, and continuous assessments, which created a relatively heavy workload throughout 
the semester. 

Personally, I would have preferred a system with one midterm examination and one final 
examination instead of multiple tests spread across the semester. 

Recommendations for Future Erasmus Students 
I would definitely recommend Budapest as an Erasmus destination, especially for students who 
enjoy living in an international city with plenty of cultural activities, nightlife, and travel 
opportunities. 

However, students should be aware that the academic workload at BUEB can be demanding. If 
you prefer fewer examinations and less continuous assessment, this university may not be the 
ideal choice. On the other hand, if you do not mind regular tests, group projects, and mandatory 
practical classes, you will likely enjoy your semester. 

I also recommend: 

●​ Registering for courses immediately after the system opens. 
●​ Searching for accommodation early. 
●​ Participating in the orientation meetings before arrival. 
●​ Taking advantage of Erasmus events to meet new people. 



●​ Exploring Hungary and neighbouring countries during weekends. 

Overall, despite some organisational challenges, I would choose Budapest again because of its 
beautiful city, international atmosphere, and unforgettable experiences. 

Contact 
Students who have further questions about studying at Budapest University of Economics and 
Business are welcome to contact me via email: 

mykh0381@hochschule-trier.de 
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