Final Report — University of Skovde (WS 24/25)

| am studying International Business (PO2016) at the Trier University of Applied Sciences and
| chose the Hogskolan i Skévde in Sweden for the first of my two semesters abroad. The reason
for that was, that | have already heard a lot of positive feedback about the university from
friends and students and also the fact that | have never visited a Scandinavian country before.
It is important to note, that the semester starts earlier than in Germany. The spring semester
took place from the 2nd September, 2024 until the 19th January, 2025 and an orientation week
took place one week before the official start. | can strongly recommend participating in the
activities they offer because it is a great opportunity to meet other international students,
establish connections before the semester starts and just to get to know the campus as well
as the city, Skévde, that you study in

1. Preparation for the semester abroad

After the first info-session in Trier, you submit a ranking of your favorite partner universities.
You will then be nominated by Ms. Schatz at one of these universities and the application
process begins. There are several forms to fill out and you will need, e.g. an Online Learning
Agreement (OLA), the Grant Agreement (important for Erasmus+ funding) and some other
smaller documents. During this process, however, you will be constantly supported by Trier
University of Applied Sciences or Hogskolan i Skdvde. They also organized webinars for all
incoming exchange students, in which the university was introduced and the most important
formalities were pointed out and explained. You can then start looking for accommodation,
which is covered in more detail in section 3.

2. The University — Hogskolan i Skovde

The university offers a big number of English courses, that you can choose from depending on
your field of study and your degree (bachelor/master level). For my semester abroad | had to
achieve at least 30 ECTS and | chose the following courses:

- International Marketing (15 Credits)
- Marketing Management Il (7.5 Credits)
- Knowledge and Innovation Management (7.5 Credits)

Most of us also added courses like Swedish language (7.5) or Swedish culture & society (3).
The semester itself in Sweden is split into two parts with one week of vacation between them.
15 Credit courses normally take place the entire semester while my 7.5 Credit courses only
took place in one half each (Marketing Management in the 15t half until November and KIM in
the 2" half).

How many credits a course is worth and when it takes place is explained in detail during the
application process, where you select and apply for the courses in the beginning. In terms of
the grading, the usual concept is, that you have a group essay along with a group presentation
and an individual exam in the end of the specific period (152" half). The teachers are very
supportive, not only related to the subject when you had questions etc. but also for example in
terms of changing dates/deadlines due to us Erasmus-students joining an ESN trip to Norway
or Lappland. The campus itself is rather small but well organized and they show you everything
important already in the orientation week. There is no traditional canteen but a restaurant on
campus, the food there is very good, but comparatively very expensive. However, there are
also microwaves to heat up your own food or e.g. the Xenia student residence is so close that
you can also go back and grab a quick meal.



3. Dorms

In Skévde, you are able to choose whether you want to find an accommodation on your own
or apply for one of four student dorms. You will have to fill out a document with a ranking of
your favorite dorms and the process in general is very easy, just keep in mind that they follow
the “first come, first serve” principle, so apply as early as you can.

I chose Xenia, which is a tall building with six floors and around 15 people living on each floor,
so almost 90 exchange students living together. You have your own private room, which is
furnitured (fridge, table, chair, bed etc.) and your own private bathroom with a shower. The
kitchens are shared between the people of each floor and every floor also has its own common
room with a TV, a big couch and a large table. This was where we spent most of our time eating
and playing together or when we planned our next trip. In the basement the landlord provides
washing machines, dryers and also a drying room. Right below the student appartments there
is a bakery and a Thai restaurant. The university is only a 10-minute walk and you have a
beautiful small lake nearby with a park to go for a quick run or just relax in the evening.

Perenius is another student residence, that used to be a motel and therefore has only two
floors but each room has its own double bed. There you share three kitchens between around
50 students and you have two large common rooms. It is located around a 20-minute walk
away from campus, but closer to the mountain Billingen, where you can go for a swim and bbq
in the summer or even cross-country/downhill-skiing in the winter.

The dorm Norra is pretty close to the campus whereas Hasslum is further outside of the city
(around 25-30-minute walk to the campus) but there are also busses you can take. Further
information can be found on the website, as | have only visited Perenius a lot of times and lived
in Xenia.

4. Everyday Life and Leisure

Skdvde is a rather small city but offers a lot of activities you can doin and around the beautiful
nature of Skévde. Some of us travelled to Sweden with a car (you can book a parking spot
right next to Xenia, information on this is provided when applying for a dorm) which allowed us
to be very flexible Skdvde.

There are many different stores for shopping, for example Hemkdpp in the city center or ICA a
little further away, which is a larger shopping mall. Lidl is also easily accessible and a little
cheaper. Anyways, the prices for food are not very different from those in German
supermarkets, especially if you pay attention to discounts or if have a car and drive to “Willys”,
a large and cheap supermarket. Alcohol, on the other hand, is more expensive, especially in
bars or clubs. With regard to drinks, it should be noted that alcoholic drinks in Sweden are sold
in stores separate from the supermarket, these are called “Systembolaget”.

If you are interested in sports, Skévde offers a lot of opportunities either by visiting the “Arena
Skdvde”, where you can go swimming, bowling or watch handball games. On the mountain
“Billingen” they offer many hiking trails, bbq spots and a large ice-skating arena in the winter
where you can also watch ice hockey games during the winter season. IMPORTANT: In Skdvde
there is “Fritidsbanken”, it is pretty much like a library for sports and leisure items, where you
can lend equipment for almost all kinds of activities, in the winter season, this even includes
ice skates, cross-country/downhill skis and many other items. And the best thing is, it is
completely free for students.
Another fun thing to do is playing Frisbee/Discgolf, which is pretty famous in Sweden but |



personally had never heard of it before. There are also multiple gyms in Skévde, with Nordic
Wellness being one of them. They also offer a student discount and one of their gyms was
located directly in the middle of the campus.

The nightlife in Skbévde is pretty active, although it being a rather small city.
KB - “Karhuset Boulogner” is a student club, located close to Xenia and they offer a bit more
affordable drinks compared to the bars and clubs in the city center. They also host many
different (often themed) events, which they announce constantly on their Instagram
@skovdesexmasteri.

5. Travel, travel, travel

Skévde is centrally located between Sweden's two largest lakes, Vatern and Vannern, and has
very good train connections, as it is located right between Stockholm and Gothenburg, which
makes a trip to these two cities very easy. ESN - the Erasmus Student Network (get your
membership-card to receive discounts for all trips and events!!) - also offers many different
trips, both to larger cities and trips to Norway to visit fjords and glaciers or to Lapland (husky
safari, swimming in the Arctic Ocean and seeing the Northern Lights). These are brilliant
experiences and | can only recommend taking part in them, as you will never forget many of
these moments. There are also events such as the SeaBattle, a two-day cruise from Stockholm
to Tallinn and back. While the main focus on the ship is partying, you also have several hours
to explore the beautiful capital of Estonia. Many of the towns around Skévde, such as Lidkdping
and Mariestad, are also well worth a visit and showcase the typical Swedish and Nordic
architecture and culture. The many national parks are also worth a visit, especially the Tiveden
National Park offers great hiking opportunities and it is only a one-hour drive.

6. Conclusion

| loved my semester abroad in Skdvde! It was an experience | will never forget. | learned new
things at the university, met awesome people from all over the world and we made so many
great memories together while becoming really close friends. We already went on a skiing and
surfing trip together and are currently planning our next adventures. | can only recommend you
to spend a semester abroad and if you are interested in visiting a northern country, the
Hogskolan i Skdvde is a great choice to experience Sweden!



