Dear International Office Team,

I am writing to share my experience from my two-semester study abroad program at Avans University of
Applied Sciences in Breda, the Netherlands, which took place from 27 August 2024 to 30 June 2025. This
report is intended to provide insights and recommendations for future students considering a semester or year
abroad.

During my time at Avans, I completed two academic programs entirely in English. In the first semester, I
enrolled in Biobased Technology and Business Development, and in the second, I participated in the
International Leadership minor. For each semester, I was awarded 30 ECTS, earning a total of 60 ECTS
credits. The academic experience was project-based and emphasized teamwork in diverse international groups,
which greatly enhanced my communication and leadership skills.

Some of the courses I took and recommend include Sustainable Business Models, Circular Economy and
Biobased Resources, Leadership in Practice, and International Entrepreneurship. These courses provided
valuable, real-world knowledge aligned with my interests in sustainability and innovation.

The application process was clear and well supported by both institutions. I was required to submit a CV,
motivation letter, proof of English proficiency, and a Learning Agreement. Both Hochschule Trier and Avans
provided helpful guidance throughout the process.

Accommodation was arranged by Avans for both semesters. I lived in a shared flat with other international
students in a well-equipped apartment close to campus. This housing arrangement not only simplified the
logistics but also created opportunities for strong social connections.

Financially, I was fortunate to receive funding from Hochschule Trier, which covered much of my expenses.
My average monthly budget was as follows:

e Rent: approx. €620
e  Food and transportation: €200—€300
e  Personal expenses: €100—€150

No tuition fees were charged due to the exchange agreement between our institutions.

Student life at Avans was dynamic and inclusive. The school organized regular activities, company visits, and
networking events. Breda itself is a student-friendly city with a rich cultural life and excellent travel
connections. I took the opportunity to explore other Dutch cities as well as nearby countries like Belgium.

This study abroad experience significantly broadened my academic, professional, and personal perspectives. I
became more confident, independent, and better prepared for international teamwork. While there were
occasional group work challenges, these also contributed to my growth.

I wholeheartedly recommend Avans University to future students from Hochschule Trier. It offers high-quality,
practice-oriented education and a welcoming international environment. For those planning to go, I recommend
engaging actively in class, building connections early, and exploring the local culture.

Please feel free to share my experience with other students, and I would be happy to answer any questions from
those planning their own exchange.

You may reach me at: +49 15752878979

Thank you once again for supporting my study abroad journey.

Sincerely.



