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For my Erasmus year abroad, I studied at Munster Technological University (MTU)
in Cork, Ireland. MTU was previously known as Cork Institute of Technology (CIT),
and it is located in Cork, which is the second-biggest city in the Republic of Ireland.
My stay lasted around ten months, from September to Juin, and I joined the fourth year
of their bachelor business program, as in Ireland bachelor’s degrees typically last four
years. This meant that I joint during their final year of studies. Besides my main

courses in business, I also took one module from the accounting program.

I mainly focused on finance courses during my time at MTU and chose courses like
Financial Management, Investment Analysis and Banking & Financial Markets as this
is the area where I want to specialise myself in. I also took some modules from other
business areas, such as Strategy Analysis from the management area and Business
Ethics or Brand Management from the marketing side. All of the lectures took place
at the Bishopstown campus, which is the main MTU location in Cork. The quality of

the lectures really varied, some were engaging, others were less interesting.

The application process for MTU was a bit different from what I’'m used to. Since all
the lectures and activities are in English, an advanced level of English (C1-C2) is def-
initely required. This was for me personally not a problem, due to me already studying
International Business in Trier in English, meaning I was already prepared for English
lectures. The application itself had to be filled out on a paper form and sent to MTU’s
International Office. Unfortunately, the office is often pretty understaffed, and I only
received a response after sending several reminder emails. The Learning Agreement
was done online, but the real challenge came with the timetables, as they were only
published one or two days before the semester started. This led to some last-minute
timetable clashes, and I actually had to completely change my Learning Agreement
just before lectures began. Therefore, I recommend having some flexibility and pa-

tience with the university.

Finding accommodation in Cork was not so difficult since it is a popular student city
with many available options. However, most places are privately owned, which are
usually more expensive compared to what I’'m used to with government-subsidized
housing like in Germany. The cheaper accommodations usually get booked really early
and since you only get your acceptance confirmation relatively late, those are usually

gone by that time. That basically only left me with more expensive but modern and
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nice apartment options. These accommodations usually come with common rooms and
gyms, but the kitchen area is mostly shared among your roommates. If you’re on a
tight budget, it can get difficult, but overall, it’s not impossible to find something.
Popular options used include Google and draft.ie to search for private apartments and
dorms. The cheapest alternative would be living with a host family, which is worth

considering if you want to save money and experience local life more closely.

With the help of the Erasmus program, there were no tuition fees overall. However,
living costs in Cork were definitely higher than what I’'m used to in Germany. Rent
was the biggest expense, as I paid around €1000 per month for accommodation, while
cheaper options would typically be between €600 and €700, but those are hard to find.
Grocery and food prices were pretty similar to Germany, but things like cleaning sup-
plies and beauty products are usually more expensive. One surprise was the higher cost
of alcohol, which actually ended up being one of my biggest expenses since socializing

often revolves around pubs, where pints can cost up to €10.

Everyday student life at MTU was stressful, with most days being filled with around
seven hours of lectures. Unlike the usual long single lectures that are common in Ger-
many, classes were split into shorter sessions, and it was usual to have a module three
times a week for just an hour each time. The classrooms were quite small, usually no
more than 20 students, which meant the lecturers got to know everyone by name and
the atmosphere felt a bit like high school, where a lot of class participation is expected.
Grading relied strongly on assignments and mid-terms, meaning there was rarely a
break from studying, as you would be either in class or working on essays or projects.
These assignments were often less research-based and more about answering specific
questions, which felt a bit like schoolwork rather than university-level studying. The
workload was definitely higher than what I was used to back in Trier, but the difficulty
level was generally easier than in Germany, with many topics taught at a surface level.
A very positive aspect was that outside of classes, there were loads of extracurricular
activities, such as student societies for all kinds of interests and sport clubs meeting
once or twice a week, which are all free to join. The possibility also exists to join a
club or society as its committee member where you can actively be involved in student
life. The International Student Society was especially active organizing trips around
Ireland, which I would totally recommend joining. Since sport activities are a big part

of student life in Ireland, the main campus also consists of a large gym and many sports
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fields which can be freely used by students. Of course, the famous Irish pub culture is
a big part of social life there, as every day after lectures, students would head to the
local pubs to get a pint. Whether it was a casual meet-up with friends or a bigger social

event organized by societies, the pub was always a popular spot.

Studying abroad in Cork came with a lot of positive experiences. One of the biggest
was definitely the cultural exchange, as living in Ireland gave me the chance to really
immerse myself in a different way of life. I experienced a few culture shocks, espe-
cially around food and the drinking culture, but those differences ended up being part
of what made the experience so memorable for me. Being part of the International
Student Society, I made a lot of new friends from all over World, and it really helped
me develop a stronger sense of European unity. Another highlight was Ireland’s beau-
tiful nature, from the beautiful coastlines to the wonderful green hills. Ireland is defi-
nitely a paradise if you enjoy being outdoors. Academically, MTU’s environment led
to work being done more closely with lecturers and even enabled industry connections
and projects being worked on with the firm, which was a change from what I was used

to in Germany.

While I really enjoyed the extracurricular activities and social life outside of classes,
my experience with the university itself was a bit frustrating sometimes. The organi-
zation often felt chaotic and unprofessional. For instance, the wrong exam paper was
once handed out during my final exam, which meant the exam had to be postponed
because the university couldn’t find the right one. Generally, the overall atmosphere
in lectures felt more like a high school setting, rather than a university, as it provided
a heavy workload but not always much depth in the study material. The small class-
room sizes and homework-stye exercises didn’t help either to get rid of this feeling.
Moreover, most of the campus buildings were quite old and outdated, and the hallways
are often overfilled and to crowded to get through. However, there is currently a big
modernization project underway, meaning that this will likely change in the future. I
often didn’t really get that classic “university feeling” with MTU, which you might
expect abroad. If you are rather interested to see a more traditional, English-style look-
ing university, the other university in Cork, University College Cork (UCC), might be
a better option for this. Another strange experience for me was how strongly Irish cul-
ture is tied to alcohol, as almost every social event involved drinking, which can get

quite expensive. Additionally, people who choose not to drink and opt out for non-
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alcoholic beverages were often met with disapproval and criticism, which I believe

reflects a rather traditional mindset.

If you are planning to study abroad at MTU, there are a few things you should keep in
mind. First, be prepared for a different type of grading style, as there are fewer exams
and final exams but more ongoing projects and assignments. This generally meant that
the workload was rather heavy in the middle of the semester, but lighter towards the
end. Additionally, you should expect to spend longer hours in lectures compared to
what you might be used to in Trier. In order to fully enjoy Irish social life, having an
interest in alcohol (especially Guinness) definitely helps, since it is such a big part of
the culture. On the positive side, Ireland’s wonderful landscapes are amazing, so being
a nature enthusiast will make your time even better. Lastly, prepare yourself for some
culture shocks, from the food to the social norms, things might feel a bit different at

first, but that is part of the adventure!



