Report Study Abroad Semester - Munster Technological University Cork

| am studying International Business in Trier and decided to spend my fifth semester at

Munster Technological University (MTU) from September 2025 to December 2025.

1. Preparation

The application process for MTU was relatively easy. | had to submit my latest transcript
of records, a scanned copy of my European Health Insurance Card, and a scanned copy
of the photo page of my national ID card. During this time, | also had to complete the
Online Learning Agreement. The deadline was April 30, and | received my acceptance
letter about one month later, on May 23.
The International Office at MTU was very responsive and answered my questions quickly.
Whenever something was unclear, | could always reach out and received helpful

feedback.

2. Accommodation

Finding accommodation was the hardest part of the preparation. All student
accommodations in Cork are privately managed and not provided by the universities. At
the time, there was a severe housing shortage, which also led to very high prices. There
are several websites offering student rooms, but | would recommend renting directly

through the company that owns the accommodation.

| rented a studio with my own kitchen and bathroom at the student accommodation
Coleman Court. It was very centrally located, and pubs were within a five-minute walking
distance. The accommodation was modern and offered a gym, a cinema room, and study
rooms. There was also a laundry room where washing machines and dryers could be

booked in advance.

The room cost around €1,100 per month. There are also shared flats available with up to
seven people, which are slightly cheaper but still cost around €1,000 per month. |

decided to rent my room already in April, even though | had not yet received my official



confirmation from MTU. | would recommend doing this, as by May it was almost

impossible to find an accommodation.

Due to the central location, everything | needed was nearby. There was also a small
grocery store right next to the accommodation, and students living at Coleman Court

received a discount there.

3. Transportation

When arriving in Ireland, you can apply for a Leap Card, which is a student transportation
card that offers a 50% discount on public transport, such as buses. There is also an app

where you can top up the card if you run out of credit.

The university is easytoreach by bus, especially using lines 205 and 220. However, buses
can bevery crowded during peak hours and may not accept additional passengers. It also
happensthatbuses are delayed or do not arrive atall, soitis important to regularly check

the app “TFI Live,” which provides real-time bus information.

There are also TFI bikes available throughout the city, including at the university, which
you can rent. Cork has its own airport, but it is quite difficult to reach directly from
Germany. Therefore, | flew to Dublin and then took a bus to Cork, which took

approximately 3.5 hours.

4. MTU

MTU is very large compared to Trier, and it takes some time to find your way around the
campus. The university is well equipped with a large library, several canteens, and many
study rooms. Some of the buildings are quite old, but there are also new, very modern

buildings currently being added.

In the main canteen, meals cost around €5-7. Additionally, there are several smaller
cafeterias where you can buy sandwiches, snacks, and coffee. MTU offers a wide range
of sports activities, including rugby, tennis, football, handball, golf, and many others. You

can alsojoinvarious student societies, such as a chess club, whichis a great way to meet



people with similar interests. The university also has its own gym, which students can

use free of charge.

The semester started on September 6 and ended on December 20. We had one week off
during the so-called reading week, which gave us time to work on assignments. The
workload at MTU was quite high, as most courses did not only consist of a final exam but

also included multiple assignments and group projects.

| took six courses, and in each of them, | had to complete a group project. At the end of
the semester, | only had two exams, each lasting two hours. Typically, you are given four

guestions and have to answer two of them in essay format.

The courses | took were:

¢« Sustainable Business, where we analysed case studies of companies that failed
to operate sustainably and completed a group project for a real energy company.
Additionally, we wrote a fifty-minute exam.

o Digital Marketing Strategy, which focused on different digital marketing tools
and included designing a marketing plan for a real Irish brand. There was also an
end-of-semester exam.

e Emerging & New Markets, where we learned about emerging economies and
completed a project analysing a market and developing a market entry strategy
for a specific product. We also took a short test.

e People Management Strategies, which was mainly an HR-focused course
covering personnel strategies and their application through a group project. There
was also an end-of-semester exam.

e Event Management & Promotion, where we planned an event as a group for a
real client. Additionally, we wrote a forty-minute exam.

e Aviation & Tourism Business, which covered the aviation industry from a pilot’s
perspective as well as tourism and marketing aspects taught by the professor. We
had to write a paper and complete a group project aimed at improving Cork

Airport’s marketing strategy.



Most assignments were based on real companies, and in some cases, the brands
selected the best group and rewarded them. | really enjoyed this practical approach, as

it allowed me to apply theoretical knowledge to real-world situations.

Although the workload was high, it was relatively easy to achieve good grades. You pass

a course with 40%, and the highest grade is achieved with 70%.

Each course took three hours per week, spread across three one-hour sessions. As a
result, my timetable could become quite full. However, | still had some days with very few

classes, which allowed me to concentrate on assignments.

5. Student Life

Cork is the second-largest city in Ireland and offers many pubs and restaurants, while
also being close to nature. The student union organised affordable trips to various
destinations across Ireland, such as the Cliffs of Moher, Dingle, Belfast, and Galway. |

would strongly recommend taking part in these trips.

For example, the trip to the Cliffs of Moher cost €44 and included a visit to Limerick,
entrance to the cliffs, and transportation by bus. The same organisation also arranged

parties and other social activities, such as beer pong tournaments.

6. Expenses

During my stay in Ireland, | spent around €1,100 per month on rent. Additionally, | spent
approximately €250 on groceries and around €100 on leisure activities. Overall, my
monthly expenses amounted to roughly €1,450. This high amount was mainly due to the

expensive accommodation.

The Erasmus grant does not cover all costs, so it isimportant to be aware of the financial
situation before choosing Ireland as a study destination. You can save some money by
shopping at discount supermarkets such as Lidl. Alcohol is also quite expensive in

Ireland, which is why | did not drink very often.

7. Summary



Studying in Ireland has many positive aspects. Daily life was easier because English is
spoken everywhere, which also had a positive effect on my language skills. | met people
from all over the world, which made the experience even more exciting. Irish people were
very open-minded and friendly, and the professors were approachable and supportive,

you could even call them by their first names.

The pub culture also contributed a lot to the overall experience, as there was always
somewhere to go in the evenings. However, negative aspects included the difficulty of
finding accommodation and the high cost of living. Additionally, the workload was

sometimes exhausting, as there was almost always an assignment to work on.

Nevertheless, | really enjoyed my time in Ireland and would definitely recommend

studying there, just be prepared for the associated costs.

My email address for any questions: amelie261004@outlook.de
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