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Hello, my name is Loic Fine and | am a third-year International Business student who completed my study abroad year
(2025/2026) in France, in the region of Aix-Marseille. | attended Aix-Marseille Université, on the Aix-en-Provence campus. My
classes took place in the brand-new economics faculty, FEG - Ecocampus Pauliane, most of them within the IPEM (International
Program in Economics and Management) section.

Academics

Winter Semester 2025/2026

Since French is my mother tongue, | chose a mix of English- and French-taught courses for my first semester — something most
exchange students don't usually do. | took:

e Stratégie logistique

e Contrats internationaux

¢ Introduction a la sociologie

e European Competition Policy

e Managing Global Organizations

e International Trade
Stratégie logistique and Contrats internationaux taught me valuable logistical and legal concepts for international business
transactions. Introduction a la sociologie was the most interesting class overall — sociology was completely new to me, and |
learned a great deal about human behavior. European Competition Policy, Managing Global Organizations, and International
Trade felt more familiar, building on concepts | had already covered in Trier.

Summer Semester 2026
For my second semester, | chose courses taught fully in English:

e Network Organizations

e Managing the Innovation Process

e Marketing Research

e Project Management

e Economics of Inequality and Discrimination

e Industrial Organization

e Public Economics
These were all second- and third-year IPEM courses, and they felt well tied together, which made studying easier. Project
Management was especially interactive and helped me build strong relationships with classmates, while Industrial Organization
was the most challenging module of my three years at university. Overall, both semesters were very achievable with consistent
effort.
Course tip:

Take most of your classes in the IPEM Program — they're more international-student-friendly, and studying in English makes it
easier to build friendships. That said, if you speak French, don't hesitate to take French-taught classes too: the teachers are
noticeably more enthusiastic and the lectures feel more authentic.

Application Process & Administration

The application process was straightforward. The mobility coordinator in Trier was very clear about all the documents and
paperwork needed months before departure. The most important item to sort out was my student visa, particularly as an
international student holding a Mauritian passport — my visa had to be extended before leaving, since it needed to remain valid
until my return to Germany.

The rest of the paperwork is fairly simple, especially for a mobility within Europe. | didn't need to open a new bank account in
France, since | could easily make transactions there with my German bank and Revolut. I'd recommend checking with your
insurance provider to confirm whether you're covered for incidents outside Germany. The receiving university in Marseille is
also very clear about which courses are available to exchange students — though note that the system for exchange students
differs from the one for local students at Aix-Marseille Université. Completing my Erasmus Learning Agreement online was very
convenient too, since it made changes easy to submit to both universities.



Accommodation

Finding accommodation through Aix-Marseille Université is easy. After receiving your acceptance letter, the university contacts
you within a few weeks with details on how to reserve housing for the year. You'll usually be placed in the same student
residence as your exchange-student classmates — and if not, you'll at least be in the same city, making it easy to get to campus.

| personally stayed at the Cité Universitaire Arc de Meyran — one of the best residences, a 10-minute walk from the Economics
campus and a great place to meet new people, whether from your class or not.
Housing costs at a glance

e Reservation deposit: €100, paid before your mobility starts

e Full-year stay: pay rent monthly (first month paid in advance)

e One-semester stay: full semester paid in advance, month by month

e Monthly rent: €275 for a 10 m? room with private bathroom, shared kitchen

The room is small for one person, but it's comfortable for a short stay, and you get used to the size quickly.

Cost of Living & Budget

I didn't have to pay any tuition fees beyond the ones required at Hochschule Trier. That said, the cost of living in France — and
especially in Aix-en-Provence — is around 15% higher than in Trier. | spent a lot on groceries and going out.

Transport isn't free for students. | bought a full-year bus card for €100, covering all bus lines within Aix-en-Provence. For trips
outside the city, the Pass Jeune 24H is excellent value: €2 for 24 hours of travel to most towns around Aix-en-Provence and
Marseille.

Monthly budget estimate: €800-1,200

This covers all expenses if you keep leisure spending in check. Going out was by far my biggest monthly cost — budget
accordingly.

For groceries, Lidl and Aldi are the cheapest options. For everything else — plates, pans, cups, blankets, pillows, bed sheets —
Gifi, Auchan, and Action have you covered.

Leisure & Things to Do

The south of France is perfect for nature, city life, beaches, mountains, cliffs, and forests — genuinely something for everyone.
Marseille itself is a city full of culture and character; locals proudly identify as "Marseillais" before French, which says a lot about
how much they love their city.

My Marseille & Aix To-Do List

e Watch an Olympique de Marseille match at the Stade Vélodrome

e Visit the beaches: Plage des Catalans, Plage du Prophéte, Malmousque

e Try the local specialties: panisse and pastis

e Hike Sainte-Victoire mountain

e Explore the calanques in Cassis and Marseille (favorite: Calanques de Sugiton)
e Visit the Musée Granet for the Paul Cézanne exhibition

e Browse the markets in Aix-en-Provence

e Go thrifting on Cours Julien in Marseille

e Enjoy a night out at the R2 Rooftop

There's so much more to discover — I'll leave the rest for you to explore. Both cities host activities year-round, so there's rarely
a dull moment as a student.

Personal Reflection

Studying abroad is an enriching experience, both personally and academically — one | believe every student should have at
least once. It helps you make friends from different cultures and backgrounds, while pushing you to grow as a person, especially
through living independently in a new country. You actually learn more about yourself than about others.

The biggest advantages: becoming more independent, stepping out of your comfort zone, and traveling and exploring new
cultures through the friends you make and the places you visit. For me personally, this Erasmus experience taught me to truly
listen to others and to be more present. It also showed me that despite our different backgrounds, we all go through the same
joy, pain, sadness, and love. We're all human in the end.

It hasn't been a purely positive experience — | learned just as much from the challenges. | put some academic responsibilities
on hold to spend time with friends and pursue social activities. The perfect Erasmus experience is about balance: there will be



moments of homesickness, and it's in those moments that you'll need your friends the most. Take care of yourself, be
responsible for your actions, and stay aware that not everyone sees the world the way you do.

My biggest piece of advice — cliché as it sounds — is to genuinely enjoy every moment. That doesn't mean doing everything at
once; it's okay to spend a day doing nothing, as long as you don't stay in that mindset for too long. Take your time to connect
with the people you feel closest to, and build from there. Some people won't turn out to be who you first thought — that's
okay. You don't have to say yes to everything; do what feels right for you. And watch your finances closely, because the Erasmus
scholarship can run out faster than you'd expect. Most importantly: be yourself, and stay true to yourself.

Get in Touch

| wish you all the best for your study abroad year. If you need any further information, feel free to reach out any time.

Email: fineloic03@gmail.com
WhatsApp: +49 176 6913 6378

Instagram: @loic.fne

Yours truly,
Loic Fine



